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Voluntary Social Service Organizations
(Registration and Supervision) Act,
No. 31 of 1980

[Certified on Zist August, 1980]

L.D.—0. 126/76

AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE REGISTRATION WITH ThHE GOvenrn-
MENT 0F VOLUNTARY SOCIAL SERVICE ORGANISATIONS, TO
PROVIDE FOR TIEIR INSI'ECTION AND SUPERVISION ; TC FACILI-
TATE THE CO-ORDINATION OF THE ACTIVITIES OF SUCH ORGANIZA-
TIONS ; 10  GIVE GOVERNMENTAL RECOGNITION TO SUCH
ORGANTZATIONS WHICH ARE PROPERLY COCNSTITUTED ; TO ENFORCE
THE ACCOUNTADILITY OF SUCH ORGANIZATIONS IN RESPECT OF
FINANCIAL AND POLICY MANAGEMENT UNDER THE EXISTING
NULLES OF SUCH ORGANIZATIONS., TO THE MEMBERS OF SUCH
ORGANIZTATIONS, THE GEMNERAL PUBLIC AND THE GOVERNMENT |
TO PREVERT MALPRACTIFS BY PERSONS PURPORTING TO BE
SUCH ORGANIZATIONS ., TO REGULARISE THE CONSTITUTION OF
VOLUMTARY SOCIAL SERVICE GROUPS WHICH HAVE NOT BEEN
LEGALLY RECOGNIZED ; AND FOR MATTERS CONNECTED THEREWITIH
OR INCIDENTAL THERETO.

B it enacted by the Parliament o the Democratic Socialist
Hepublie of Sri Lanka as follows :—

1. This Act may be cited as the Voluntary Social Service
Organizations (Registration and Supervision) Act, No. 31 of
1980, and shall come into operation on such date (herein-
after referred to as the “ appointed date”) as the Minister
may be Order published in the Gazette appoint.

(1) There may be appointed for the purposes of this
Act by name or by office, a Registrar of Voluntary Social
Service Organizations (hereinafter referred to as the

(2) There may be appointed by name or by office such
number of Deputy Registrars and Assistant Registrars of
Volunicry Social Service Organizations, and other officers
as may be necessary for the purposes of this Act.

(3) Everyv Deputy Registrar or Assistant Registrar chall,
in the cxercise of his powers, performance of his duties
and discherge of his functions, be subject to the general
direction and control of the Registrar.

(4) Evzry Deputy Registrar or Assistant Registrar may,
subject to the general direction and control of the Registrar,
within the avea of his jurisdiction, exercise, perform or
discharge 2ll or any of the powers, duties or functions
vested in, assigned to, or imposed upon the Registrar, by or
under this Act,
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3. Subject to the provisions hereinafter contained every
voluntary social service organization (hereinafter referred
to as a “ voluntary organization ) shall be registered under
this Act.

4. Every application for registration under this Act,
shall be made to the Registrar in the prescribed form and
shall be accompanied by such documents as may be pres-
cribed. Such application shall be signed by the Secretary of
the voluntary organization.

5. If the Registrar is satisfied that a voluntary organiza-
tion has complied with the provisions of this Act he shall
register such organization.

6. Any person aggrieved by the decision of the Registrar
refusing to register any voluntary organization may, within
thirty days of such refusal, appeal to the Secretary to the
Ministry of the Minister in charge of the subject of Social

Services against such refusal.

7. A certificate of registration signed by the Registrar
shall be conclusive evidence of the fact that the voluntary
organization therein mentioned, is duly registered unless
it is proved that the registration of such organization has
been cancelled.

8. Every voluntary organization registered under this
Act shall have an address registered with the Registrar in
accordance with the rules of such organization, to which all
notices and communications may be sent, and shall within
seven days of any change of such address notify to the
Registrar of such change.

9. The Registrar or any officer authorized by him in
writing in that behalf shall have the power—

(a) to enter and inspect at all reasonable hours of the
day, the premises of a voluntary organization
registered under this Act for the purpose of ascer-
taining whether satisfactory standards of service
are maintained in such organization ;

(b) to bring to the notice of the Minister any allegation
of fraud or misappropriation of funds committed by
such organization ;
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I tc attend any meelmg of the ‘execulive commitiec
;?ot such urgamzatlon or f generai meceung of the
" -members of stch organ_tzat:orx.,ppon Jhe written:

request of all or a méjonw of* the members of the

‘executive committez of such ot‘gamzatum or with

. the concurrence of_ the .office bearers ol buch
organization or the Minister. The Registrar or the

~ '+ officer so aitending shall not bave the right to vote

: m at such rheetmg.
{d) 10 ‘audit or cause to be audited-in the prescribed
£ -manger the accounis of such organization once at
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10. W‘here in respec-t of a voluntary organxzanon
registered under this Act, any allegatlon of fraud, or mis-
appropriation is made by any. person, the Mlmster may

: refer such matter to a Board of Inquu‘y

g : (1) The Minister may appomt a Panel cons1st1ng of
six persons of shmdmg who are not pubhc officérs.

(2) The Minister may, for the pu.rposes of this Act,
" constitute a Board of Inquiry. or: Boards of Inquiry, each
conmsting of three mem‘bers chom fmm the Panel, The

t.er may- nc-mznat&

. 3) The members of a Board of Inqun:y shall be paid
‘such; remuneration as may be determined by the Minister

m\consultatmn w:th the M;msﬁer in.. charge of the subject
» Of Fmance

I[-.‘-. 5 —

o120 (1), Whers a matter is referred to a Board of Inqu:.ry
under sechcm 10, such Beard shall ingquire and report on
such matter to tae Minjster, -

(2) 'I‘he procedure for the “nearin .
£ and “disposal of any
matter réfeted 'to such Board shall be in accordance wﬁh
the regulations made in that behalf. '

{3) Buch Bod-d’ shallsibinii: -the Teprot-on its findings

0 the: Minjsti
of the i.nqul-‘-";r Wlth-m fmll'tee-n -daYS 3-ft&'£‘ - conc]usnon

13. For the
Furpase of an mqmry under section 12,
Board of Inquiry shall have the- ‘pewer— - i

(u:; to summon ang compel the attendance of Wwitnesses ;
ke c;:mpe] the production “of dOC‘uments
o rmmster any oath’ or affirthation to any person.

eCh&u:rJg.a_.x.x._._;.
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14. Upon the receipt of the report of the Board of Inquiry
in terms of section 12 (3), the Minister shall refer such
report to the appropriate authority for steps to be taken
according to law.

15. (1) The Minister may make regulations in respect
of any matter required by this Act to be prescribed or in
respect of which regulations are authorized by this Act
to be made.

(2) Every regulation made by the Minister shall be
published in the Gazette and shall come into operation on
the date of such publication or on such later date as may
ce specified in the regulation.

(3) Every regulation made by the Minister shall, as soon
as convenient after its publication in the Gazette, be
brought before Parliament for approval. Any regulation
which is not so approved shall be demed to be rescinded
irom the date of disapproval, but without prejudice to
anything previcusly done thereunder.

(4) Notification of the date on which any regulation made
by the Minister is so deemed to be rescinded shall be
published in the Gazette.

16, (1) Every person who wilfully neglects or refuses
to do any act or to furnish any information required for
the purposes of this Act by the Registrar or other person
duly authorized by him in that behalf, and every person
who wilfully or without any reasonable excuse disobeys
any summons, or lawful written order issued under the
provisions of this Act, or fails to furnish any information
lawtully required from him by a person authorized to do
so, under the provisions of this Act, shall be guilty of an
offence under this Act.

{2) Every person who commits any offence referred to in
subsection (1) shall, on conviction after summary trial
before a Magistrate, be liable to a fine not exceeding two
hundred and fifty rupees,

17. HNo suil or proceedings shall be instituted against any
officer appointed under this Act for any act which is done
in good faith in the performance of his duties or the
discharge of his functions under this Act.
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18. In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires—

*“community hostel ” means any place of residence made

available to any person by an organization formed
by a group of persons on a voluntary basis, which
provides food arnd other facilities for the person
residing therein ; and

“Voluntary Secial Service Organization” means any

organization formed by a group of persens on a
voluntary basis and—

(e} is of a non-Governmental nature ;

(b} is dependent on. public contributions, charities,
grants payable by the Government or dona-
tions local or fore in carrying out its
functions ;

(c} has as its main objectives, the provision of such
reliefs and services as are necessary for the
mentally retarded or physically disabled,
the poor, the sick, the orphans and the
destitutes, and the provision of relief o the
needy in times of disaster,

and includes a cornmunity hostel.

Interpreta-
tion.



